
 

 

Events 
Meet Up Wekiva 
 
Our Meet Up Wekiva group goes from strength to strength and we are rapidly approaching an amazing 
1,400 members. As a result, we have arranged a wide range of activities and events throughout 
February. You can read more about them and register for them on the Meet Up Wekiva website. 
 
In brief, the activities range from weekly hikes run by Park Services Specialist Ranger Val Hahn, assisting 
park biologist Paul Lammardo with bird surveys, a wildflower walk led by Noreen Engstrom, and a Black 
History Month tram ride on led by Don Philpott. There are also survival classes and Historic Ethel hikes 
at Rock Springs Run State Reserve. 

 
Val Hahn is hosting the next monthly 
meeting of the Junior Ranger Club on 
February 1. The theme is camp cooking. All 
Florida State Parks offer the Junior Ranger 
program for individual children who want to 
participate, but Wekiwa Springs is the only 
park statewide that hosts a Junior Rangers 
Club. Currently more than 200 families are 
signed up. Great job Val. 
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Family Hike and Outdoor Discovery: February Events 

• Junior Ranger Club: February 1 

• Hike with a ranger: February 2, 9, 16, & 23 

• Bird Survey: February 4 

• Wildflower Walk: February 5 

• Black History Month Tram Ride: February 9 

• Survival Boot Camp: February 18 
Go to Meetup.com and look for the Wekiva Wilderness 

Trust Group for details and to register for the event. 

Junior Ranger Club Clean-up Black History Month 
Collecting pine resin for turpentine at 

Wekiva 



5K-10 K Run and Paint Out 
 
We are fast approaching our busiest time of the year. The 36th 
Annual Real Florida 5K-10K Run is coming up on Saturday, 
February 25, immediately followed by the 17th annual Wekiva 
Paint Out, Monday, February 27 to Saturday, March 4. These 
two events are our major fund raisers of the year, and we can 
use as much help as possible. 
 
For the race, we need volunteers on the day before to get 

everything ready and make up the race packets for the runners. 

On the day of the race, we need help early on, getting set up, 

assisting runners signing in, handing out t-shirts and all the other things that make this one of the most 

popular races in Central Florida. We are delighted that WESH 2 anchor Jim Payne has agreed once again 

to be our VIP Race Marshal. He will be running the race and afterwards will be handing out plaques and 

prizes to the winners. 

Paint Out Wekiva is a week-long event that requires a lot of volunteers to make it successful. The main 

requirement is for volunteers to work the art gallery at Wekiva Island. Volunteers register paintings 

(often still very wet) as they are brought in by the artists, hang the paintings, meet and greet visitors to 

the gallery and handle any sales. It is a great way to meet a lot of very interesting people. The gallery is 

open from around 9 am to 10 pm Monday to Saturday that week. The more hours that can be filled by 

volunteers, the fewer hours Don Philpott has to do! 

To volunteer to help with the 5K-10K Run and/or the Paint Out, please email Don Philpott at 

info@wwt-cso.com. 

Other Good Information 

Firewood 

Selling firewood to campers in the park has always 

provided a great revenue stream for WWT but it 

has become increasingly difficult to get good 

quality, dried and bundled firewood – and even 

more so because of the recent very cold weather. 

We have been able to acquire a large consignment 

of loose wood and we have come up with a novel 

way of selling it. You may have noticed the wooden 

box next to the firewood bin near the ranger 

station. If campers want to buy firewood, they take 

pieces from the bin and put them in the box. When 

the box is full, they have one load. Time will tell 

how successful this is. 

 

Other February Events 

• 5K-10K Run: February 25 

• Wekiva Paint Out: February 
27-March 4 

Volunteers Needed: 
    To volunteer to help with these 

events email Don Philpott at 
info@wwt-cso.com. 

 

mailto:info@wwt-cso.com
mailto:info@wwt-cso.com


Bear Tip 

If you live in a neighborhood where bears roam and you park your car on the drive, here is a useful tip 

that was sent to us. When you park overnight, make sure that your wheels are straight. If they are at an 

angle, they will protrude from the sides of the vehicle and bears will be able to bite into them. According 

to AAA, bears like to gnaw on rubber tires and their teeth can easily shred them leaving you with a hefty 

replacement bill. If the wheels are straight, the bear cannot get its head inside the wheel arch to do any 

damage. 

 

Nature in the Wekiva River Basin Parks 
 

Great Egret (Casmerodius albus) 
 
It is impossible to imagine Florida without the ubiquitous great egret, but in the early 1900s, they were 

hunted almost to extinction to meet the demand for plumes for ladies' hats. The Audubon Society was 

founded to protect birds from being hunted for their feathers, and the great egret is the symbol of 

Audubon, appearing in their logo flying towards the “A.” 

At this time of year, both male and female great 
egrets, always beautiful with their pure white 
feathers, yellow bills, and long black legs, become 
even more stunning in their breeding plumage.  Long 
delicate plumes, called aigrettes, flow down their 
backs like lacy bridal trains.  The area around the 
egret’s eyes become bright green. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those Incredible plumes 



In a courtship ritual, the egret 

stretches high, then bows low, 

causing the plumes to billow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

A pair of Great Egrets at their nest. 

Baby Great Egrets 



Flower of the Month  
Bartram’s Airplant (Tillandsia bartramii) 
 
Bartram’s airplant (Tillandsia 
bartramii) is one of sixteen native 
and two natural hybrids of Florida 
bromeliads, all of which are 
epiphytes (air plants). Epiphytes do 
not grow in soil, but attach to 
other plants for support. However, 
they do not draw nutrients from 
the host plant, instead, they 
absorb surface minerals and 
moisture from disc-shaped leaf 
structures called trichomes. 
Nutrients from decomposed plant 
materials trapped among the 
leaves of airplants are also 
absorbed by the trichomes. 
 
 
Bartram’s airplant is relatively 
common throughout much of Florida. It grows best where the humidity is high such as in hydric 
hammocks and on tree limbs above bodies of water. The plant grows 4-12 inches tall, 8-16 inches when 
flowering. The plants are densely clustered, often covering large areas on tree limbs. The leaves are 
narrow, thin, leathery, gray to gray-green 
and densely clustered with 15-30 leaves 
per plant. As with other bromeliads, the 
flower spikes extend beyond the leaves. 
The flower stalk is up to 12 inches long, 
sometimes branched, and covered with 
pink or red pointed bracts. The flowers are 
1-1 ¾ inches long, narrow and tubular with 
3 pale green sepals and 3 purple petals. 
There are 5-20 flowers per plant. Flowering 
time is late winter to summer with peak 
flowering in the spring.  
 
Like most Tillandsias, Bartram’s airplant is 
monocarpic. Monocarpic means that the 
plant blooms once. The main (mother) 
plant then dies and new plantlets grow 
from the base of the mother plant. 
 

A Colony of Flowering Bartram's Airplants on a Dead Branch 
Overhanging Rock Springs Run 

Flower Stalks and Flowers of Bartram’s Airplant 
Note the pink or red bracts and the purple flowers. 


