
 

 

News 

Ethel Hike and Ethel Project Update 

We had a good turnout for the first Historic Ethel Hike on November 6 and because we had several 

people on a waiting list, we scheduled another walk for November 26. The walk traces a route of 2 miles 

through what used to be the 

township of Ethel which 

disappeared about 100 years ago. 

It takes in the site of the old 

school, railway station and 

cemetery where at least 60 

people were buried although only 

three headstones remain today. 

Our aim is to have Ethel guided 

walks every weekend at Rock 

Springs and to have self-guiding 

brochures available for people 

who want to explore on their own 

at other times. In the new year we 

will start placing interpretive 

panels along the trail and using 

historic markers to identify the 

locations of key buildings. 

Serenity Garden Update 

We are setting up a working party to help manage the project now that we have a contractor ready to 

start work. The group will also focus on raising the additional funds needed to complete the project. 

Next step is a pre-construction meeting with the planning department at Orange Council to see what 

permits are needed and which we are exempt from as the site is on state land. 
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Survival Class 

This month we also hosted a survival class for managers from Duke Energy. Having spent the last few 

weeks working long hours on post hurricane recovery, they enjoyed getting back to nature and spending 

a few hours out of the office. The class included basic survival skills including braiding rope from natural 

materials and weaving baskets from palmetto fronds, as well as field first aid, fire lighting and foraging 

for wood and water. The highlight of the class is when they split up into teams and have one hour to 

build a shelter. You can see from the pictures below that they did a very good job. 

 

The group was required to stop construction when the hour was up, but they would not have needed 

very much longer to finish thatching the roof and making the shelter waterproof. 

 

Volunteer breakfasts 

Val’s volunteer breakfasts continue to draw a good crowd and they are worth attending if you have not 

already done so. It is a great opportunity to meet volunteers working as campground hosts at outlying 

sites, many of whom you would not normally 

meet if you are working at Wekiwa. 



Volunteer Awards 

It’s “see ya later” time to another amazing Volunteer duo, Matt and Julie Marron. Together, in 
the past few months, this team contributed over 1,000 hours of their skills and talents to the 
Florida State Parks, commuting over 3 hours each week to get back and forth to their home and 
jobs, said Val Hahn, our volunteer liaison ranger. 

 
“I met them on their site a few months back 
while they were camping, and they both 
brought some things to my attention about the 
park that they noticed needed improvement. 
Instead of complaining, Matt and Julie asked 
how they could help accomplish those 

maintenance repairs. Matt and Julie completed 
4 pages of repairs on our Youth Camp cabins, 
helped do a complete deck repair, completed 
lighting and electrical repairs, trail 
maintenance, fleet maintenance, camp host 
duties, and whatever else was needed. I always 
say that I have the best job in the world and 
people like these two make it better every 
day!” 
 
Junior Ranger Club 

Most of Florida’s fabulous 175 state parks offer the Junior 

Ranger program where children can complete a number 

of programs and projects to become a Junior Ranger. 

Wekiwa Springs, however, is the only state park in Florida 

that has a monthly Junior Rangers Club and that is again 

thanks to the dedication and hard work of Val Hahn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zach at Fechtel 



Girl Scouts Clean Up in the Park 

More than a hundred Girl Guides descended on 

Wekiwa in October to gather litter as part of I Love 

State Parks Day. Some troops, however, could not 

make it, so they have been volunteering to come at 

other times, like the group pictured here. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mystery Plant 

Does anyone recognize this plant? We came across this 

single specimen during the survival class. It appears to be 

a member of the pea or bean family, but the pods come 

straight from the single stem which was about five feet 

tall. The plant was in shade under a live oak and so far, 

has resisted all attempts at identification. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nature News 

 

Belted Kingfisher 
 

The Belted Kingfisher can be seen year-round in parts of Northern Florida, but here in Central 
Florida they are a winter visitor, arriving soon after the swallowtail kites, another favorite, 
depart for South America.  
 



Larger than a mockingbird, at about 13 inches 
long, the kingfisher’s appearance is 
distinguished by its large head, white spot in 
front of the eye, big bill, short legs, and tiny 
feet. Both males and females are blue-gray in 
color, both with a gray breast band. The males 
are white underneath, but the females and 
juveniles have a reddish belly band. The belly 
band breaks up the white and actually makes 
the females and young more difficult to spot 
from a distance.  
 
They spend their time by rivers, creeks, and 
lakes, and will be seen perching and watching 
the water, sometimes hovering in the air above 
the water before diving headfirst for a minnow. 
 
When it’s time to nest, kingfishers will excavate 
a tunnel as long as 10 feet into a vertical bank 
by a waterway. Obviously, we won’t find them 
nesting on the Wekiva River. They don’t put any 
nesting material into the enlarged nesting 
chamber, but lay their eggs directly onto the 
dirt. Both parents take turns incubating. 

 
Cute and endearing, these "zippity chirps" don’t 
usually perch for long. The call they make when 
flying may sound a bit like laughter to the 
frustrated photographer trying to take a photo, and indeed, they are related to the laughing 
kookaburra, an Australian bird that can be seen and heard at the Central Florida Zoo. 
 

Male Belted Kingfisher 

Female or Juvenile Belted Kingfisher                                   
Note the characteristic tiny feet and short legs.                   

 

A view from behind                                                    
Note the white spot in front of the eye. 

Note the expressive shaggy crest. 



Flower of the Month  

Leafy Bladderwort (Utricularia foliosa) 

A short distance west from trail marker #33 on the blue flagged trail, concealed by a growth of scrub 

oaks, pond pines and shiny lyonias along its margin, lies a beautiful little depression marsh. This 

interesting wetland is nestled between a dry sandy area on its east, north and northwest sides, skirts a 

mesic (moist) flatwoods on the west, and drains into Mill Creek to the south. Blooming year round in the 

open water of this marsh are hundreds of leafy bladderwort plants. The water is dotted with small 

yellow flowers that rise on slim stems above a dense floating mat of their leaves. 

Leafy bladderworts 

belong to the family, 

Lentibulariaceae. This 

family of carnivorous 

plants contains three 

genera: Genlisea, the 

corkscrew plants; 

Pinguicula, the 

butterworts; 

and Utricularia, the 

bladderworts. 

Most of the plant is either 

floating or submerged. 

The stems are smooth, 1.3 mm (0.05 in) wide, and up to several meters long. The leaves are up to 15 cm 

(6 in) long, broadly oval in outline and compound, with each leaflet divided again multiple times. 

Attached to the leaves are tiny oval bladder traps, 1-2 mm (0.03-0.06 in) long. These bladders are at 

negative pressure to the surrounding water. When triggered by small aquatic animals such as protozoa, 

the trap opens and sweeps water and the animal inside, then closes on its prey. The unfortunate 

protozoa is then digested for the plant’s nourishment. 

The flowers of the leafy bladderwort are bright yellow and 8-15 

mm (0.33-0.5 in) long. Each flower has 2 lips and 5 lobes, with 

the lower lip larger than the upper. There is an elongated conical 

spur beneath the lower lip which extends beyond the margin of 

the lip. Leafy bladderworts grow in shallow to deep still or slow 

flowing water.  

Four other species of bladderwort have been identified growing 

in the Wekiva Basin State Parks. Florida bladderwort, (U. 

floridana), floating bladderwort, (U. inflata), little floating 

bladderwort (U. radiata), and zigzag bladderwort (U. sublata). 

Because of their small size, the best way to appreciate the 

beauty of bladderworts is with binoculars or a camera with a 

zoom lens.  

Leafy Bladderwort (Utricularis foliosa)       
Larger than natural size 


